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THE CLIMATE OF BRACKETTVILLE, TEXAS
Brackettville, located 32 miles east of Del Rio, on U.,5. 90, is year, occurs during the warm season, April through October, Rain-

the county seat of Kinney County, and serves asa trade center for
a large ranching area. Also, it serves as hunting headquarters
for deer, wild turkey, javelina and upland game birds. More re-
cently Brackettville has become a tourist center,

Alamo Village, one of the largest and most complete movie sets
ever constructed in the United States, the set for John Wayne's
"The Alamo," has become one of the most popular tourist attrac-
tions in Texas. Visitors may see frontier lawmen and desperados
shoot it out on the streets, and may ride a genuine stagecoach.
Alamo Village is located six miles north of Brackettville on R.M,

674,

Located immediately south of Brackettville on S.H. 131, is Fort
Clark, one of the most historic military posts in the Southwest.
It was established on June 19, 1852, Over the years, a great many
infantry regiments and almost all of the Army's cavalry units
were stationed at Fort Clark at some time. It served through
World War II, and was de-activated in 1946, Today the fort is a
privately owned guest ranch featuring swimming, horseback riding
and planned activities.

The economy of Kinney County is based onagribusiness and tourism,
Sheev and goat ranching are the chief agricultural enterprises.
Cattle, and hunting leases bring in additional revenue, Approxi-
mately 10,000 acres are irrigated for vegetables and other crops.

Brackettville has a subtropical steppe climate with low summer
h ity. Rainfall records (for Fort Clark) date back to 1852,
I, e 54-year period 1877-1930, the average annual rainfall at
Brackettville was 21,71 inches, while in the 35-year period 1936~
1970, it is 20.94 inches--a rather small change in the means for
an area where large annual variations do occur. For example, the
total 1958 rainfall (45.37 inches) was more than twice the annual
average, and nearly six times the amount that fell during the
drought year, 1956 (7.58 inches). Rains occur most frequently as
the result of thunderstorm activity with maximum amounts usually
occurring in the May-June and September-October periods, More
than three-fourths of the total annual rainfall, in an average

fall amounts drop off sharply as the fall season progresses from
October into November, It is unusual for an entire month to pass
without some measurable precipitation, although the amount may be
small, The driest period of record occurred during the winter of
1917-1918, when only .03 inch fell in the six-month period,
October-March, The wettest month on record is December 1857. A
total of 23,02 inches fell during this month which is, of course,
more than the average rainfall for an entire year,

While Brackettville enjoys seasonal temperature changes, its geo-
graphical location results in a milder winter climate than areas
to the north and east, Cold fronts move down through the area
during the late fall, winter and early spring, but themost severe
weather usually passes off to the east through Central and East
Texas. Most of these cold fronts undergo considerable modifica-~
tion by the time they reach Brackettville,

The prevailing winds are from the southeast throughout all sea-
sons of the year. Average wind velocity is less than in most sec-
tions of Texas, being generally below 10 miles—per-hour,

Relative humidity, at noon Central Standard Time, is estimated at
55 percent in January, 52 percent in April, L7 percent in July and
55 percent in October, In an average year, the area receives 58
percent of the total possible sunshine in winter, 67 percent in
spring, 77 percent in summer and 70 percent in fall, Free water
(lake) evaporation exceeds precipitation by about 56 inches annu-
ally.

Brackettville enjoys a long warm season (freeze free period) which
averages 270 days. The mean dates of the last occurrence of 32°F
or below in the spring, and the first occurrence of 32°F in the
fall are March 1 and November 26, respectively,

The spring and fall seasons are the most pleasant at Brackettville,
In this semi-arid region, evaporative type home air conditioners
are effective for cooling about 90 percent of the time during
July and August, Automotive air conditioning is recommended for
travel May through September,
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